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BOOK REVIEW 
Greg Logan and Tom Watson eds. Soldiers of the Services — some 
early Queensland Educators and their schools. History of Queensland 
Education Society, 1992, pp.196. 
As the preface to this entertaining book states "there have been 
too few publications about the history of education in Queensland." 
The ten authors covering thirteen education topics give a tantalising 
glimpse into the richness of the subject. Hopefully other similar 
publications will follow. For both the specialist educator and general 
Queensland historian there is much learning in Soldiers of the Service. 
My only disappointment with the book was that it did not contain 
reference to Queensland's first teacher in the Moreton Bay settlement, 
Esther Roberts. Dr John Steele in his book Brisbane Town in Convict 
Times quotes an anonymous report which describes her as a "loose 
and profligate woman, with a large family of children." Whatever 
the truth about her she has again been left in a sad obscurity, when 
a fascinating tale of a perhaps heroic Queensland has yet to be told. 
Individual papers, particularly that on J.G. Anderson and David 
Ewart, make the case for the militaristic title showing that "colonial 
educational institutions not only used the language of the military, 
but more importantly, adopted many of its values, especially those 
of order, obedience, discipline and duty". Thankfully most teachers 
and schools have moved away from militaristic styles, but the analogy 
is vahdly made. 
Queensland education has always been a dichotomy of central 
poUcy-making supported by a powerful inspectorate set against a large 
teaching force of intelhgent and assertive individuals. Such a mix 
produces storms. The three year clash between a Miss Lane and Ewart 
is only one example of the persistence and power of such a conflict. 
Tom Watson's chapter on the Three Knights of Educational Policy 
is a brilliant analysis of the fundamental education positions of Sir 
George Bowen and the first President of the Legislative Council, Sir 
Charles Nicholson, followed by the titanic battle between Sir Charles 
Lilley and Sir Samuel Griffith. Lilley and Griffith worked together 
on the 1874 Royal Commission on Education from which came the 
1875 State Education Act providing free, secular and compulsory 
education. The Act marks a great moment of change in colonial 
Queensland when cataclysmic forces came together to change the 
landscape forever. Tom Watson captures the importance of the time 
while conceding the need for "much fuller treatment". 
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Although Esther Roberts may not appear in the pages, a generous 
sprinkling of women does. Mary Agnew's contribution to 
kindergarten development is acknowledged, albeit not the extensive 
and acrimonious debate and fight which accompanied the 
development of this sector. 
Historical understatement of the role of women teachers is 
highhghted in the chapter dealing with the Brisbane Normal School. 
Three stones in the Edward Street wall of the Anzac Square building 
commemorate the two headmasters of the Normal School, but neglect 
the longer service of "Margaret Berry the headmistress of the Girls 
and Infants School from 1862 to 1907." With the permission of the 
State Heritage Council this omission may soon be rectified. In 
addition, on 31 July this year, the History of Queensland Education 
Society will mark the occasion, and honour Miss Berry, with a 
conference on the contribution of women to Queensland education. 
Dr Eleanor Bourne, Queensland's first medical inspector of schools, 
appears through the Griggs' paper as a brilliant concerned doctor 
working tirelessly for the state's children. Both the Cathohc Education 
system and private schools are dealt with by consideration of the 
Sisters of Mercy and the Brisbane High School for Girls. But again 
they provide only teasers for the huge amount of material potentially 
available. 
Inevitably, this book only whets the appetite. It provides detail on 
some early educators and is an essential volume for anyone interested 
in educational development in Queensland. All educationahsts and 
historians will look forward to further publications. 
Pat Comben M.L.A. 
(The book is available from History of Queensland Education Society, PO Box 12116, 
Brisbane Elizabeth Street 4002, $31 posted.) 
